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Working Title: American Lotto
Length: 15 minutes
Log Line: The Preka family won the diversity visa lottery and has immigrated to the
seaside town of New London, Connecticut. They are a family of four that have dreamed
of immigrating to the United States for much of their lives. Originally from Albania, a
country with limited opportunities and riddled with corruption, the film will follow them in
Connecticut as they adjust to life in the US and the challenges of learning a new
language, finding decent work, and adjusting to a new culture. The film explores their
emotional journey; their hopes, expectations, and disappointments, as they build a life
without their eldest son, who was forced to stay behind. In midst of this, the younger son
Xhovi finds himself in the new position of working to support his family, financially and
emotionally.
Narrative Synopsis: Shpresa, the mother, has won the diversity visa lottery in Albania
after trying for over ten years. The family of four was initially approved for immigration.
However, their eldest, Klevi, turned 21 before their departure and had his eligibility
revoked by the US embassy in Tirana. Since he is now 21, the US government no
longer considers him to be a dependent of his parents and states he must apply for
immigration separately. He remains in Albania. The film will follow Xhovi, Shpresa, and
Kol in New London, CT from the perspective of Xhovi. Kol and Xhovi are learning to
drive and will take their license test during the film. Xhovi also works seven days a week
at a coffee shop owned by a distant relative, where he is paid below minimum wage and
under the table. The family is saving money to buy a car, which is a small symbol of
greater independence. Shpresa is beginning English lessons and hopes to work as a
certified nursing assistant (CNA) sometime soon. The film focuses on the emotional toll
of immigrating and the expectations versus reality of life in New London.
Key Characters:
Xhovoni Preka: Xhovoni goes by Xhovi. He is now 19 years old and works at a coffee
shop seven days a week to help support his family. He is paid under the table and is an
extremely diligent worker. His English is the most advanced and he eagerly engages
with aspects of American culture. He is open and makes friends easily though the stress

of managing the responsibility of working to provide and support his family his family
wears on him.

Klevi Preka: The eldest son who was forced to stay behind. He does not make a major
appearance in the film. He prefers not to be filmed and is currently in Albania studying.
We do not know when he will be reunited with his family.

Shpresa Preka: Shpresa is the mother of Xhovi and Klevi. She was a nurse in Albania
and currently works cleaning other people’s homes for very little pay. She does not
speak English at a level that will allow her to formally work, though she is learning as
fast as she can. Xhovi describes her as the backbone of the family. She feels extremely
guilty about leaving Klevi in Albania and that burden is very heavy for her.

Kol Preka: Kol is the father. He is quiet and kind. He often cooks for the family and is
very supportive of Xhovi and Shpresa when they feel overwhelmed. He works as a day
laborer to support the family. He is learning to drive and will take his license test.

Director’s Statement: I’m making this film to showcase the family’s experience of
immigrating to the US at this current moment. I met this family in 2014 while working in
Albania and have developed a friendship with them in the time since. While their experience is
of course unique, they are not the only family to be split apart arbitrarily by US government
policy, and because of that I think other people will be able to relate to their experience.

Status of film: Most of the filming has been completed, with minor exceptions, and now
I am in the process of editing.
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